The syndrome of inappropriate secretion of antidiuretic hormone (SIADH) is described in a 67-yearold man with cerebellar and cerebral atrophy. This is the first reported case of this association.
Introduction
The syndrome of inappropriate secretion of antidiuretic hormone has been known since 1957 (Schwartz et al.) . It is characterized by water retention and a natriuresis with the symptoms of water intoxication. The biochemical features include hyponatraemia, with a concomitant fall in serum chloride, continued renal excretion of sodium, absence of dehydration, and urine osmolality greater than serum osmolality in the presence of normal renal and adrenal function. An example of this syndrome is described in a 67-year-old man with cerebellar and cerebral atrophy. (Mangos and Lobeck, 1964) . Vascular lesions -subarachnoid haemorrhage (Joynt, Afifi and Harbison, 1965) ; cerebral infarction (Goldberg and Handler, 1960) . Inflammatory lesions -systemic lupus erythematosus (Kaplan, Curl and Decker, 1970) . Traumatic lesions -head injuries (Haden and Knox, 1965) ; subdural haematoma (Maroon and Campbell, 1970) . Congenital encephalopathies (McCrory and Macaulay, 1957) . Neoplasia (Olson, Buchan and Porter, 1969) . Acute intermittent porphyria (Perlroth et al., 1966) . Guillain-Barr6 syndrome (Cooper, Green and Wang, 1965) . The mechanism involved in the production of SIADH is thought to be abnormal stimulation of the hypothalamic supraoptic-hypophyseal nuclei or areas of the reticular formation, limbic system or cerebral cortex which have neuronal connections with these nuclei (Olson, Buchan and Porter, 1969 (Darlow, 1977) . The role which cerebral atrophy played in the aetiology of this patient's SIADH is difficult to assess. Another report (Peterson and Marshall, 1975) (Epstein et al., 1961) . In one report (Schwartz et al., 1969) as in the present case, the most abnormal electroencephalogram was obtained when the serum sodium was normal, while a normal encephalogram was obtained when hyponatraemia was present.
In patients with cerebral and cerebellar atrophy, 
